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Independent group residence (IGR). A
dwelling unit for the exclusive residen-
tial use of two to twelve elderly, handi-
capped, or disabled individuals (exclud-
ing any live-in resident), who are not
capable of living completely independ-
ently and who require a planned pro-
gram of continual supportive services.
Residents of an IGR receiving Section 8
assistance must not require continual
medical or nursing care, must be ambu-
latory or not continuously confined to
a bed, and must be capable of taking
appropriate actions for their own safe-
ty in a emergency.

Resident assistant. A person who lives
in an independent group residence and
provides on a daily basis some or all of
the necessary support services to elder-
ly, handicapped, or disabled individuals
receiving Section 8 housing assistance
and who is essential to these individ-
uals’ care or well being. A resident as-
sistant may not be related by blood,
marriage, or operation of law to any of
the individuals receiving section 8
housing assistance, and may not con-
tribute any portion of his or her in-
come or resources toward the expenses
of these individuals.

Service agency. A public or private
nonprofit organization that is recog-
nized by the State as qualified to deter-
mine the supportive service needs of
individuals who will reside in Inde-
pendent Group Residences. The service
agency may perform outreach to poten-
tial residents of Independent Group
Residences and assist these individuals
in applying for housing assistance, pro-
vide all or a portion of the supportive
services and may identify and coordi-
nate appropriate local, public or pri-
vate resources to furnish these serv-
ices. The service agency may own or
sublease an independent group resi-
dence.

Service agreement. A written agree-
ment, approved by the State, between
the owner (including an entity with the
right to sublease) of an independent
group residence and the service agency
or other entities providing the sup-
portive services to the occupants of
independent group residences. The
agreement specifies the types and fre-

quency of the supportive services to be
furnished.

[43 FR 34388, Sept. 6, 1988; 53 FR 36450, Sept.
20, 1988]

§ 887.463 Independent group resi-
dences: Selection preferences.

In addition to the preferences pro-
vided in § 887.155, a PHA may establish
a preference for selecting an eligible
applicant who has indicated a desire to
reside in an independent group resi-
dence.

§ 887.465 Independent group resi-
dences: Additional lease require-
ments.

Leases for independent group resi-
dences must incorporate by reference
the supportive services to be provided
in accordance with the written service
agreement between the owner and the
service agency or other entities pro-
viding the necessary supportive serv-
ices. When the owner provides the nec-
essary supportive service, there is no
service agreement and the provision of
these services must be contained in the
lease. The service agreement or analo-
gous lease provisions must be approved
in writing by the State before the PHA
executes the housing voucher contract.

§ 887.467 Independent group resi-
dences: Housing quality standards.

The housing quality standards in
§ 887.251(a) apply to IGRs, except that
the standards in this section apply in
place of §§ 887.251 (a), (b), (c), (f), and
(k).

(a) Sanitary facilities. The dwelling
unit must contain and have ready ac-
cess to a flush toilet that can be used
in privacy, a fixed basin with hot and
cold running water, and a shower or
tub equipped with hot and cold running
water all in proper operating condition
and adequate for personal cleanliness
and the disposal of human waste. These
facilities must utilize an approvable
public or private disposal system, and
must be sufficient in number so that
they need not be shared by more than
four occupants. Those units accommo-
dating physically handicapped occu-
pants with wheelchairs or other special
equipment must provide access to all
sanitary facilities, and must provide,
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as appropriate to the needs of the occu-
pants, basins and toilets, of the appro-
priate heights; grab bars to toilets and
to showers and/or bathtubs; shower
seats; and adequate space for move-
ment.

(b) The kitchen facilities of the unit
must contain adequate space to store,
prepare, and serve foods in a sanitary
manner. A cooking stove or range, a re-
frigerator of appropriate size and in
sufficient quantity for the number of
occupants, and a kitchen sink with hot
and cold running water must be
present in proper operating condition.
The sink must drain into an approvable
private or public system. There must
be adequate facilities and services for
the sanitary disposal of food waste and
refuse, including facilities for tem-
porary storage where necessary (e.g.,
garbage cans).

(c) Space and security. The dwelling
unit must provide the family adequate
space and security. A living room,
kitchen, dining area, bathroom, and
other appropriate social, recreational
or community space must be within
the unit, and the unit must contain at
least one bedroom of appropriate size
for each two persons. Exterior doors
and windows accessible from outside
each unit must be lockable. An emer-
gency exit plan must be developed and
occupants must be apprised of the de-
tails of the plan. All emergency and
safety features and procedures must
meet applicable State and local stand-
ards.

(d) Structure and material. The unit
must be structurally sound to avoid
any threat to the health and safety of
the occupants and to protect the occu-
pants from the environment. Ceilings,
walls, and floors must not have any se-
rious defects such as severe bulging or
leaning, large holes, loose surface ma-
terials, severe buckling or noticeable
movement under walking stress, miss-
ing parts or other significant damage.
The roof structure must be firm and
the roof must be weathertight. The ex-
terior or wall structure and exterior
wall surface may not have any serious
defects such as serious leaning, buck-
ling, sagging, cracks or holes, loose sid-
ing, or other serious damage. The con-
dition and equipment of interior and
exterior stairways, halls, porches,

walkways, etc., must not present a
danger of tripping or falling. Elevators
must be maintained in safe and oper-
ating condition. Units accommodating
physically handicapped occupants with
wheelchairs and other special equip-
ment may not contain architectural
barriers that impede access or use, and
handrails and ramps must be provided
as appropriate.

(e) Site and neighborhood must be rea-
sonably free from disturbing noises and
reverberations and other hazards to the
health, safety, and general welfare of
the occupants, and must not be subject
to serious adverse environmental con-
ditions, natural or manmade, such as
dangerous walks, steps, instability,
flooding, poor drainage, septic tank
back-ups, sewage hazards or mudslides;
abnormal air pollution, smoke or dust;
excessive noise, vibrations or vehicular
traffic; excessive accumulations of
trash; vermin or rodent infestation; or
fire hazards. The unit must be located
in a residential setting and be similar
in size and appearance to housing gen-
erally found in the neighborhood, and
be within walking distance or acces-
sible via public and available private
transportation to medical and other
appropriate commercial and commu-
nity service facilities.

(f) Supportive Services. (1) A planned
program of adequate supportive service
appropriate to the needs of the occu-
pants must be provided on a continual
basis by a qualified resident assist-
ant(s) residing in the unit, or other
qualified person(s) not residing in the
unit, who will provide these services on
a continual, planned basis. Supportive
services that are provided within the
unit may include the following types of
services: counseling; social services
that promote physical activity, intel-
lectual stimulation, or social motiva-
tion; training or assistance with activi-
ties of daily living, including house-
keeping, dressing, personal hygiene, or
grooming; provision of basic first aid
skills in case of emergencies; super-
vision of self-administration of medica-
tions, diet, and nutrition; and assur-
ance that occupants obtain incidental
medical care, as needed, by
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facilitiating the making of appoint-
ments at, and transportation to, med-
ical facilities. Supportive services pro-
vided within the unit may not include
the provision of continual nursing,
medical, or psychiatric care.

(2) The provision for and quality of
the planned program of supportive
services, including the minimal quali-
fications, quantity, and working hours
of the resident assistant(s) living in the
unit or other qualified person(s) pro-
viding supportive services must be de-
termined initially by the service agen-
cy in accordance with the standards es-
tablished by the State. Compliance
with these standards by the service
agency must be monitored regularly
throughout the term of the housing
voucher contract by the PHA and the
State (e.g., Department of Human Re-
sources, Mental Health, Mental Retar-
dation, Social Services), or a local au-
thority (other than the service agency
providing services) designated by the
State to establish, maintain, and en-
force these standards.

(3) A written service agreement, ap-
proved by the State and in effect be-
tween the owner and the service agen-
cy or the entities that provide the nec-
essary supportive service, must be sub-
mitted to the PHA with the request for
lease approval. The lease between the
eligible individual and the owner must
set forth the owner’s obligation for and
means of providing these services. If
the owner provides the supportive serv-
ices, a service agreement is not re-
quired and the provision of these serv-
ices must be incorporated into the
lease and must be approved by the
State. (See § 887.465.)

(g) State approval. Independent group
residences must be licensed, certified,
or otherwise approved in writing by the
State (e.g., Department of Human Re-
sources, Mental Health, Retardation,
Social Services, etc.) before the execu-
tion of the initial housing voucher con-
tract. This approval must be reexam-
ined periodically based on a schedule
established by the State. To assure
that facilities and the supportive serv-
ices are appropriate to the needs of the
occupants, the State must also approve
the written service agreement (or
lease, if the provider of services is the

lessor) for each independent group resi-
dence.

[43 FR 34388, Sept. 6, 1988; 53 FR 36450, Sept.
20, 1988]

§ 887.469 Independent group resi-
dences: Payment standard.

The payment standard for a partici-
pant in an IGR is determined by divid-
ing the dollar amount of the payment
standard for the entire residence (for
example, the 4-bedroom payment
standard for a 4-bedroom residence) by
the total number of potential occu-
pants (assisted or unassisted), exclud-
ing a resident assistant (if any) occu-
pying no more than one bedroom.

§ 887.471 Manufactured homes: Defini-
tion.

A ‘‘manufactured home’’ is a struc-
ture, with or without a permanent
foundation, that is built on a perma-
nent chassis, is designed for use as a
principal place of residence, and meets
the housing quality standards in
§ 887.473.

§ 887.473 Manufactured homes: Hous-
ing quality standards.

(a) Performance requirement. In addi-
tion to meeting the housing quality
standards in § 887.251, a manufactured
home unit must:

(1) Be equipped with at least one
smoke detector in working condition;
and

(2) Must be placed on the site in a
stable manner and be free from hazards
such as sliding or wind damage.

(b) Acceptability criteria. A manufac-
tured home must be securely anchored
by a tie-down device that distributes
and transforms the loads imposed by
the unit to appropriate ground anchors
to resist wind overturning and sliding.

§ 887.481 Single room occupancy
(SRO): Definition.

‘‘Single room occupancy housing’’
means a unit that contains no sanitary
facilities or food preparation facilities,
or contains one but not both types of
facilities (as those facilities are defined
in 887.251 (a) and (b), that is suitable
for occupancy by an eligible individual
capable of independent living.
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